Unionist Party (UUP). These events worsened already poor community relations in Portadown and by the time of the Drumcree parade on 7 July 1996 the conflict over the parade seemed even more intractable. Again the RUC stopped the return parade but this time there seemed little chance of a resolution. Members of the Orange Order organised parades and road blocks all over Northern Ireland; the resources of the RUC were fully stretched as violent confrontations developed in Belfast; and in Lurgan a Catholic taxi driver was shot dead by loyalists. On the morning of 11 July, Hugh Annesley, the Chief Constable of the RUC, reversed his initial decision and the RUC removed protesters from the Garvaghy Road to allow the parade to proceed. In 1997, despite efforts to mediate by Mo Mowlam, Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, from the newly elected Labour government, the security forces conducted a massive operation early on the Sunday morning, 6 July, which involved the violent removal of protesters from the Garvaghy Road to allow the return parade to take place, on time, around twelve hours later.
Since 1995 there has been a significant increase in the number of disputes over parades in Northern Ireland. There are a large number of parades held every year, up to 3500, of which the large majority are defined by the RUC as 'loyalist'. But the dynamics of the dispute at Drumcree have made it the focus of the debate over the right to march. This chapter will examine some of the relationships which have made this parade so important. The folk understanding of what takes place is based upon the notion of 'tradition', that the parades, particularly that at Drumcree, are important because they express a sense of community amongst Protestants. While nationalists view the parade through a clearly Catholic area as an expression of triumphalism over their community, or 'croppies lie down', attempts to stop the parade are perceived by many unionists as an attack on the Protestant community. Yet viewing these events as a simplistic opposition between Orange and Green does not explain why the disputes arise at certain points in time; it fails to explore complex political relations within the communities; and, importantly, it makes assumptions about the unchanging nature of the parades over time. By exploring the political dynamics of the events themselves -defined here as rituals -and examining the relations between those events and the state, as well as relations within the nationalist community, the importance of the Drumcree parade can best be understood.
Defining a ritual event has been a matter of great debate amongst social anthropologists.
1 Nevertheless, certain features can help to distinguish ritual as a particular category of action. Rituals tend to be
